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ARMY GAMES, DUE
WITH HONDURANS

/> By JAMES LeMOYNE

Special to The New York Times
TEGUCIGALPA, Honduras, March
22 — About 7,000 G.1.’s will begin two
large-scale military exercises in Hon-
duras over the next two months, a
United States military spokesman here

says.

The maneuvers are to include the use
of pilotiess aircralt for reconnaissance
miss10ns over sus ted guerrilia 1-
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Western diplomatic official here.

The new exercises are part of a two-
year buildup of the American military
presence in Honduras. The presence is
part of the Reagan Administration’s
policy of maintaining pressure on Nica-
ragua’s Sandinista Government across
the border.

When the maneuvers are completed,
the United States will have held five
such major operations in Honduras !
since 1982 and several smaller training
exercises. As in the past, Honduran sol-
diers will take part in the latest exer- .
cises, but Honduran officials said they
did not know how many of their troops
iwould be involved.

Drones Carry TV Cameras

The drone reconnaissance aircraft
cafry sophisticated tel

S € 10D CAmeras
on radio-controlled mths from the San
renzo air a Hongduran base in
southern Honduras, the aiplomat said.

The drones are almost silent and, at
just six feet long, are difficult to detect,
the official added. The San Lorenzo
base-is very close to the Nicaraguan
border and to the Gulf of Fonseca on |
the Pacific Ocean, where United States
officials have asserted that arms are
shipped to Salvadoran rebels from
Nicaragua. An American Em of-
ficial said the spy planes Wi d not
used over Nicaragua.

About 4,000 G.1.’s have begun arriv-
ing in Honduras for the first exercise,
| called Ahuas Tara 3, Capt.Milford Gu-

tridge of the United States Army said

today. The United States soldiers will
repel a simulated tank attack from
Nicaragua and also practice counterin-
surgency operations, Captain Gutridge
said. Ahuas Tara 3, a name derived
from Indian words for Big Pine, is
scl_x_eduled to end in early May.

The second exercise will start in late
April, when 3,000 G.1.'s will conduct a
simulated air and sea assault on the
Caribbean coast of Honduras near the
‘town of Puerto Castillo, Captain Gu-
“tridge said. The exercise, called Uni-
versal Trek, will last three weeks, he
_added. L -
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